We are a welcoming inter-generational community bonded together through our
faith in Jesus Christ, striving to live by the Word,
demonstrating our love to others through service and charity
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A refuge to renew your spirit and heal your brokenness
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LITURGIES
Sunday:
Saturday:

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Vigil 5:00 p.m.

Weekdays:

8:00 a.m. - Chapel

DEVOTIONS
Rosary - Monday - Saturday
after 8:00 a.m. Mass
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Tuesday after 8:00 a.m. Mass

Holy Days:

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Confessions: 4:15 p.m. (Saturday)

725 Diamond Street, San Francisco, CA 94114

Phone 415-282-0141

Fax: 415-282-8962

Second Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9;Matthew 3:1-12

December 4, 2016

The Word of God comes to us through the Scriptures. May the Holy Spirit enlighten our minds and hearts
to respond to the gospel teachings.

Reflecting on the Gospel
Dear Parishioners and Guests,
In the gospels we first are introduced to John the
Baptist as the aged Elizabeth and Zechariah’s miracle baby boy. We read about his leaping for joy in
Elizabeth’s womb when Mary visits her cousin.
Now in this gospel we jump in time to the adult
John, a seemingly odd character, for sure. He is a
desert dweller wearing strange clothes and eating
strange food. He is a fiery character with a challenging, revealing, and life-changing message. He is a
charismatic prophet who attracts crowds to hear his
message and instill s in them the desire to
acknowledge their sinfulness, repent, and be baptized by him. But not all are able to hear, respond,
and repent.
The harshness of John the Baptist’s preaching to
some Pharisees and Sadducees in this Sunday’s gospel—”You brood of vipers!”—is a scathing judgment, indeed. John’s harsh language, unrelenting
judgment, and uncompromising challenge demand a
wholehearted response: Repent! It is not good
enough to claim “Abraham as our father.” Repentance is a wholly personal choice, personal act, personal demand to change.
Repentance always changes one’s life. Changing
our lives is very concrete and visible. Our attitudes
and behaviors noticeably change for the better when
we choose to repent. Repentance at root means to

change one’s mind. Only then can one act according
to God’s plan, thus changing our lives. When each
of us changes our mind—repents—by conforming
our will to God’s, then there will be “no [more]
harm or ruin” (first reading) but rather the peace and
harmony described by Isaiah.
Repentance brings not the poison of striking vipers
but the “good fruit” of counsel, strength,
knowledge, and delight in the Lord. Repentance
brings the favorable judgment that not only invites
us to the kingdom of heaven but is the peace and
harmony portraying the already “at hand” of God’s
reign. The choice to repent has consequences beyond the immediate. To repent takes us beyond
John’s baptism of water which brings a new human
way to live. To repent is to embrace Jesus’ baptism
“with the Holy Spirit and fire” which brings us to a
new way to live in God.
John directs to everyone his strong warning to repent. Some “acknowledged their sins,” and expressed their desire to live “in the kingdom of heaven” by submitting to John’s baptism with water. The
“Pharisees and Sadducees” resisted repentance,
claiming their descent from Abraham was enough
for them to belong to “the kingdom of heaven.”
John’s challenge to repent elicits two responses.
Which response do we choose? Whether Jesus will
gather us as wheat or burn us as chaff depends upon
our choice.

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
We ought not to dismiss the Pharisees and Sadducees of the gospel too quickly. John’s harsh judgment of
them must bring us to look at what is within us that opposes God’s ways. One good way to discover what
within us needs to change is to listen to the judgments others are making about us. Whenever we hear negative
things about ourselves we tend to be hurt and defensive, and this is quite natural. Perhaps the hurt would be
eased if we remember such judgments may reveal to us ways we need to repent. Here is the paschal mystery
reality of our lives: true, we already share in the new Life of Jesus’ resurrection; at the same time we have not
yet rid ourselves of all that opposes God’s ways and for which we must repent.
Each night this week we can look back over the day and give thanks for the moments of deep breath, that opened a space for
more trust and confidence in God's fidelity to us. No matter how difficult the challenges we are facing - from the growing realization of our personal sinfulness, to any experience of emptiness or powerlessness, even in the face of death itself - we can give thanks
for the two candles that faithfully push back the darkness. And, we can give thanks for the graces given us to believe that “Our God
will come to save us” because we were given the courageous faith to desire and ask boldly.

Remember in your Prayers…

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
December 4, 2016
12/03 Saturday

Let us remember the sick, homebound and elderly of our
Parish that they may find comfort and healing in Christ.

8:00 a.m. † Sara Galligan

(by: Laura Berghoff Bless)

5:00 p.m. † Bruno Piva
(by: Agnes Piva)

12/04 Sunday

8:00 a.m. For the People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. † John, Ellen & Edward McSweeney

Isabel Juarez
Patricia Crowley
Laura Garcia
Agnes Piva
John Bamber
Fred Jungmann

(by: Peggy Hunt)

12/05 Monday
12/06 Tuesday
12/07 Wednesday

For those preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage

8:00 a.m. † Denis T. Murphy

(by: Rita Murphy)

Tuesday’s Choir Practice

Saint Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 a.m. † Frank Milina

Adults Tuesdays, 7:30PM in the Church
Children’s Choir - Tuesdays 4PM in the
Parish Hall

(by: Julia Trepanier))

12/08 Thursday

Mary Crowley
David Dickey
Dolores Martin
Mary Leung
Gina Wood

Those Who Have Entered Their Eternal Rest.
May the Perpetual Light Shine upon them.

8:00 a.m. † Patrick & Grace Maughan

(by: Maughan Family Trust)

Mow, Kain Chiu
Mary Dekle
Douglas Martin
Bill Matthews
Leo Juarez
Tom Welch

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 a.m. Nestor Plondaya (Spl. Int.)

12/4

3rd Grade Family Mass, 10:30 (Hospitality Follows the Mass

12/6

Baptism Prep Class, by apt, 7PM Rectory

7:00 p.m. For the People of the Parish

12/7

Boy Scouts, 6PM, Parish Hall #3

12/8

8:00 a.m. † Michael J. O’Donnell

Thursday, Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass, 9AM, 6th Grade Class (Holy Day of Obligation), 7:00 p.m. Evening Mass

12/8

Rosary Makers Ministry, 11:30 a.m., Hall 3

5:00 p.m. † Celestina Denegri

12/10

Pre-School Breakfast with Santa, 9AM Parish
Hall

8:00 a.m. For the People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. † Jane Bonner

12/11

Candle lighting Mass at 10:30 a.m. Mass

12/13

Children’s Choir Christmas Musical Performance, 6PM, Parish Hall

We receive God’s gifts gratefully by giving thanks to God and
we express that thanks through prayer and worship. Thank
you for supporting Saint Philip and its ministries

12/14

Boy Scouts Christmas Caroling, 6:00 to 8:00
p.m., Parish Hall

(by: Ding, Carol & Family)

12/09 Friday
12/10 Saturday

8:00 a.m. † Donald Tolva
(by: Rich Mallory)

(by: McLaughlin Family)
(by: Agnes Piva)

12/11 Sunday

(by: The Sullivan Family)

November 20, 2016
Human Development—$1,020
November 27, 2016
Thanksgiving—$862.00
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 8, 2016
Holy Day of Obligation
Mass will be celebrated at
8:00 & 9:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.
The Immaculate Conception refers to the condition that the Blessed Virgin Mary was free
from Original Sin from the very moment of
her conception in the womb of her mother,
Saint Anne.

Year end Tax Contributions
This is the time of year when you
may be reflecting on catching up
on your charitable contributions
for the 2016 tax year.
If you plan to add Saint Philip to your list, please make
sure your donation is dated by December 31, 2016 in order to receive credit for 2016. As always, year-end tax
contribution letters are available to you by request..

Advent Retreat at Mission Dolores
All are welcome to Advent Retreats with Father
Joe Spieler, S.J., on consecutive Saturdays, in the
Mission Dolores Auditorium. Free admission,
lunch is provided, and donations will be accepted.
English-speaking Retreat on December 17,
noon to 5:00 p.m. To register call 415-621-8203
or email:
parish@missiondolores.org
Spanish-speaking Retreat on December 10

Saint Philip Parish has
and updated and
redesigned website.
Be sure to visit us at: www.saintphilipparish.org. There
will be daily updates for your spiritual nourishment too.
Enjoy!

The children's choir would like to
extend an invitation for you to join
them on Tuesday, December 13, at
6:00 p.m. in the parish Hall for a
Christmas Musical.
FREE
Christmas Volunteer Opportunities:
10th & Mission Family Housing Holiday
Craft Night, Wednesday, December 14, 4:00
.-7:00 PM.
Holiday Party, Wednesday,
December 21, 4:00 .-7:30 PM.
St. Joseph’s Family Center Holiday Party,
Saturday, December 17 - 4:00 - 7:30 PM
Visit: CatholicCharitiesSF.org/AllOpportunities or call the Volunteer Manager,
Diana Contreras at: 415-972-1297.
What does Advent Mean?
Advent comes from the Latin word meaning
"coming." Jesus is coming, and Advent is intended to be a season of preparation for His
arrival. While we typically regard Advent as a
joyous season, it is also intended to be a period
of preparation, much like Lent. Prayer, penance and fasting are appropriate during this
season.
Advent is not as strict as Lent, and there are no
rules for fasting, but it is meant to be a period
of self-preparation. The purple color associated
with Advent is also the color of penance. The
faithful should fast during the first two weeks
in particular and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

St. Philip’s Giving Tree Returns!

Once again we have an opportunity to share
our blessings with those disadvantaged in our
community.
Please place your unwrapped gift under our
giving tree located by our Mary statue by December 16, which will give us time to deliver
them to:
Riley Center Women’s Shelter, St. Vincent
de Paul, Holy Family Day Home and St. Joseph’s Family Shelter.
If you would like to volunteer to sort & deliver gifts, we could use your help too.
Contact the parish office at 415-282-0141.
Gifts for infants, toddlers, tens, adults & seniors are needed.

The color of the Third Sunday of Advent is
rose. This color symbolizes joy and represents
the happiness we will experience when Jesus
comes again. The Third Sunday is a day of
anticipatory celebration. It is formerly called
"Gaudete" Sunday; gaudete means "rejoice" in
Latin.
Finally, Sundays during Advent, just as during
Lent, should not be given to fasting, but instead to celebration because we celebrate the
resurrection of Our Lord every Sunday. It is
important to remember, however, there are no
particular rules for how the laity should observe Advent.

CELEBRATING OUR SAINTS
December 6—Saint Nicholas (d. mid-300s)

Children all over the world know him and love him.
In Germany, he's Kriss Kringle. In France, he's Pere Noel. British children call him Father Christmas. Of course, you know
him as Santa Claus. He's got another name, you know. It's an
ancient one that goes back hundreds of years. It's one of the
very first names people called him: St. Nicholas. Children tell
lots of fun stories about Santa Claus, Pere Noel, or Kriss Kringle. All of these stories remind us of how much we're loved and
of how happy we are when we give. The earliest stories we
know were told about St. Nicholas, the bishop of Myra.
Hundreds of years ago, Nicholas lived in a seaside town named
Myra, which is in the country we now call Turkey. Ever since
he was a small child, Nicholas loved
God more than anything. He studied
hard, prayed often, and followed Jesus
by helping the poor. The people of
Myra loved Nicholas so much that
when their old bishop died, they immediately elected Nicholas to replace
him. He served them well for a long
time. Nicholas was loved for one reason. He loved. He loved God and
God's people so much that he would
do anything for them.
Here is a story about Nicholas that has
been passed down through many generations.
There was a man living in Myra who was very poor. This man
had no wife, but he had three grown daughters who lived with
him In those days, when a young woman got married, she had
to bring money or property with her into the marriage. This is
called a dowry. If a woman didn't have a dowry, she would
never marry. This man was so poor that he had no money for
his daughters' dowries. And he didn't have enough money to
support them either. He had, he believed, only one choice: to
sell his daughters into slavery. Nicholas heard about this terrible situation. Late one night, Nicholas crept to the man's home
and threw something through the window. It was a bag of
gold—enough to pay the dowry for his oldest daughter.
The man was overjoyed, and his daughter was too. She married, but her father was still left with a problem. Two, to be
exact. What about the two younger daughters? Sadly, he prepared to send them away. Nicholas returned one night and
again threw a bag of gold through the window. The father rejoiced. But he wondered who was helping him and why. Of
course, Nicholas didn't want the man to know. He knew that it's
best to help others without letting them know we're helping
them. If we help others in this way, we help because we truly
want to and not because people will praise us for it. But the
father was determined. He had one daughter left and no money
for a dowry. He certainly hoped he would be helped again, especially because he wanted to find out who was doing it. So he
locked the windows and watched out the door. Nicholas still
wanted to help, but he didn't want to be seen. So, in the back of
the house, far from the father's sight, he dropped the bag of
gold for the third daughter right down the chimney
Other stories are told about Nicholas. It's said that God worked
through Nicholas's prayers to raise children from the dead—
some who had been killed in a fire and another child who had
drowned. All of these stories tell us the same thing about St.
Nicholas. He lived for God, which means that he lived for love.
If people were in need and he was able to help, St. Nicholas

gave them hope and strength. St. Nicholas never paused for a
minute to wonder what he should receive in return for his help.
He only thought about what he could give to those who needed
him.
Stories about St. Nicholas spread from his home in Turkey up
to Russia, where he is still a very popular saint. Through the
centuries, people passed on stories of him across the most
northern parts of Europe, then to Germany, France, and England, and finally to the United States. The children in every
country gave St. Nicholas a name in their own language, and
ours is Santa Claus.
Christmas is a fun, exciting time, isn't it? It's fun because of all
the time we get to spend with our families. It's fun because we
do a lot of celebrating. It's fun because we get to think, sing,
and pray about Jesus, who was born into the world to save us.
Christmas is also fun because we get to give. We can show our
family and friends how much we love them by giving them
special gifts that we make or buy. We give because we're
thankful. We're thankful for friendship and love and for all the
people who take care of us. We're thankful to God for giving us
life.
St. Nicholas was thankful too, and that's why at Christmastime
we try to be just like him. He was so grateful for the life God
had given him that he just couldn't stop giving joy and hope to
others—no matter how far he had to travel or how many roofs
he had to climb!
Guadalupana Pilgrimage to St. Mary’s
Cathedral
Saturday, December 10
6:00 a.m. walk begins
2:00 p.m. Mass at Cathedral
Walk from All Souls Church in South San
Francisco to St. Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco
Thousands of pilgrims will walk and pray,
asking the intercession of our Lade of the Americas, the Virgin
Mary of Guadalupe. The walk begins at All Souls Church in
South San Francisco at 6:00 a.m. and arrives at St. Mary’s Cathedral in San Francisco at 2:00 p.m. for Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Cordileone.
The walk features singers, dancers, and decorated floats. A
choir of member from several parish choirs will sing at Mass.
Transportation to the departure point in South San Francisco
(from St. Mary’s Cathedral back to the departure point is available from 2:30-5:00 p.m.
For information visit: cruzadaguadalupana.org or call: 415-3334868

2017 Mass Requests
Those who wish to have Masses offered
during 2017 for your friends and family
members our 2017 Mass Intention Book
is now open for reservations.
Offering a Mass for a dearly departed one
or special intention for a friend is a wonderful gift to present.
Masses can bring comfort for those physically or emotional ill
in need of healing and prayers. Masses are also a thoughtful
gift to celebrate a birthday or special milestone.
Drop by the rectory office between the hours of 9-5 on weekdays and we will be happy to assist with your request.

Project Gabriel Pregnancy Help Program
Seeks Volunteers
The Gabriel Project of the Archdiocese of San Francisco is a parishbased ministry helping women who
experience the difficulties of an
unplanned pregnancy. Gabriel Project volunteers provide spiritual,
emotional, and material support to
women in crisis.
As Archbishop Cordileone says,
“Knowing that others care can
make the difference in a woman’s
decision to choose life for her baby.
We must help women to know that they do have a
choice.” For information contact Janet Healy at 415-4804017 or via email to sfgabrielproject@gmail.com

PARISH REGISTRATION
Our parish is blessed and enriched by the presence
of new parishioners.
We welcome all new families and individuals. If
you are interested in joining the Saint Philip’s parish
community, feel free to call our office at 415-2820141 for a registration form.
Our hope is that you will find our parish a supportive and healing place, a nurturing spiritual environment and a place to celebrate the sacraments as you
and your families grow in your journey of faith.
Interested in our Parish School?
If you would like to arrange a school tour,
please call our office at 415-824-8467.
Tours ar e conducted on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.

www.saintphilipschool.org

Who is an Active Parishioner?
 Regular attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy

Days of Obligation.

 Registered in the Parish, receiving and using

weekly envelopes, supporting the Parish according to the best of one’s ability.

 Volunteers and participates in Parish activities

with time, talent, and resources as means permit.

 Trying to live the Catholic Faith as best they can

with God’s help and the support of family and
friends at home and in the Parish.

PARISH RESOURCES
PARISH OFFICE
Rio Stefanus, Financial/Business Manager
Email: rio.stefanus@saintphilipparish.org
Carol Cagalingan, Parish Administrative Assistant
Email: carol.cagalingan@saintphilipparish.org
Sandy Kearney, Parish Pastoral/School Administrative
Assistant
Email: sandy.kearney@saintphilipparish.org

MUSIC MINISTRY
Carlton White, Music Director

DEVOTIONS
Rosary - Monday - Saturday • After 8:00 a.m. Mass
Our Lady of Perpetual Help • Tuesday after 8:00 a.m. Mass

SCHOOL GRADES K-8
665 Elizabeth Street, San Francisco, CA 94114
Phone: (415) - 824-8467
•Fax: (415) 282-0121
Tony LesCallett, Principal
www.saintphilipschool.org
Email: info@saintphilipschool.org

PRE-SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE
(415) 282-0143
www.saintphilippreschool.org
Ms. Rachel Williams, Director
Email: Rachel.williams@saintphilipparish.org

PARISH OUTREACH
Baptismal Classes

First Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
(Rectory)

Belfry Society
Adult Choir
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. (Church)
Children Choir
Tuesday 4:00 p.m. (Hall 1)
First Communion Instruction
Confirmation Instruction
Liturgy Committee
Men's Club
Parish Council
Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
RCIA (Adult Faith Instruction) Sunday 9:15 (Resource Center)
Rosary Makers
Second & Third Thursday,
11:30a.m., (Hall 3)
School Board
St. Vincent de Paul Jr.
Young at Heart (Senior Club) Second & Third Thursday,
11:30 a.m., (Hall 3)

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Please contact the rectory at (415) 282-0141
As a service to the community, we sponsor the following:
Monday
A.A. Meeting (Men's)
7:00 p.m. Hall 3
Tuesday
A.A. Kitchen
6:00 p.m. Hall 3
Wednesday
Alanon
7:30 p.m. Hall 1
Saturday A.A. Meeting (Mixed)
8:30 p.m. Hall

Duggan’s Funeral Service
The Duggan Welch Family
Same family ownership since our founding in 1918
Bill, Betty, Steve and Kristen Welch - parishioners
Largest Funeral Parking in the Mission

3434 17th Street
between Guerrero and Valencia

Small
Frys
Clothing, Toys & More!

We’re on the spot for you!

4066 24th Street
San Francisco, CA 94114

(415) 648-3954

JIM LAUFENBERG
415.269.4997

www.smallfrys.com

jim@sf-realty.com

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

California Funeral Establishment licenses FD 44
California Funeral Directors licenses
FDR 394, 395 and 2055

Over 20 years experience combining financial
knowledge with creativity, enthusiasm and a true love
of San Francisco and the Bay Area.

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

415-431-4900

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police
✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

$1a Day!
800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

ntracts
NO Long Term Co

CALL
NOW!

“Your Real
Estate Partner”

800.393.9954

SPACE AVAILABLE
To Advertise Here...

terry lynn marks
Realtor

BRE 01934219

415.254.8700

Contact JJ SANTO DOMINGO
today at (800) 675-5051
domingoj@jspaluch.com

4040 24th Street
TerryLynnMarks@Zephyrsf.com
www.TerryLynnMarks.com

Jesus
A to Z
Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC
book

Peggy O’Dowd

for

kids

and

families! Includes a glossary of questions

350 Sansome Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94104-1307
415.442.5030 • fax 415.442.5070
Email: podowd@sbcglobal.net

to help adults pass on their Catholic faith.
007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

Certified Specialist, Estate Planning,
Trust and Probate Law, The State Bar of
California Board of Legal Specialization

$16.99 each • Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!
800-566-6150 www.wlpmusic.com

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

The Most Complete ✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

RIORDAN SYKES McFADDEN,P.C.
500 Westlake Avenue • Daly City
(415) 587-4500
FD1098
Call for a Free Brochure on Pre-Planning
Traditional and Cremation Services
www.duggansserra.com
Unlimited Parking
Se Habla Español

ESTATE PLANNING
Kerry Riordan Sykes
Maureen S. McFadden
Certified Specialists in Estate Planning,
Trust & Probate Law by the
State Bar Board of Legal Specialization

377 West Portal Ave., San Francisco

(415) 661-9050
519116 St Philip Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

